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Downtown Plan Timeline

TODAY!
Downtown Wrap-up
Kickoff Downtown Districts Vision presentation
Meeting Vision Session Session

Downtown Downtown

Analysis Vision Master Plan

Feb. March April Sept./Dec.

Issues, Opportunities,
and Constraints Report

Planning for Raleigh (online engagement site)




AGENDA

1. Welcome & Introduction

2. Downtown + the Districts

3. Community Visions for Downtown
4. Your District
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DOWNTOWN'’S ROLE IN THE REGION
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DOWNTOWN'’S ROLE IN THE CITY
g

»\/WGR\:Forest
/
4
&i

William B Umstead
State Park

S —

Morrisville

A8

North Carolina
State University

DN

Meéredith
College

: "DOWNTOWN 5
: [ o !’* Knightdale\
Cary ¥ NC STATE
\ = D







Dining, Shopping, &
Entertainment

u Visiting

B

l- How does

Creating 'bﬁ ﬂ’b
N
i Downtown’s urban

|

|

|

|

: !!a‘ place add up to the

‘ N\ " Raleigh Experience? /
/

Innovating ~ - Q g
ﬂi O¢Q Moving

"4
7/
Ve

Growing Up &
Growing Old

N

e — — ——




DOWNTOWN RALEIGH

.
1

= -
.

]
I
!
!
.




STREET GRID

« Early planning led to a
clear orthogonal street grid

* Grid is intersected by rail



BUILDING PATTERN

* Density focused around
Fayetteville

* Density gradient reduces at
edges

* Building footprints
reinforce the street grid




L 2

x250
(Low Point)

x250
(Low Point)

TOPOGRAPHY

* Modest topography

* State Capitol is 2"9 highest point
in Downtown (behind St. Mary’s
School)

* Low points focused around rail &
edges, where creeks are

Elevations in Feet
| 420 - 440
| 400 - 420
. 380-400
. 360-380
. 340-360
I 320- 340
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B 250 - 300
B 250 - 280
B <0 - 260
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CIVIC SPACE

* Green space is lacking,
particularly in Glenwood
South

* Nash and Moore Square
are underutilized

* Pocket parks and sidewalks
meet some needs

* Pigeon House Creek and
Dix are key opportunities

Greening



MIXED USE DISTRICTS

* Residential largely at edges

* Government offices
predominate in the Capital
District

* Glenwood and Fayetteville
are key retail streets

Working i

[T Green Space

- Retail, restaurants,
& mixed use
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- Government or
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“If you want urban open
spaces to work overtime, you
want them working at night.”

-Urban Land Institute
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RALEIGH AFTER DARK

Street lights and active
ground floors in some
zones create a safe,
vibrant nighttime
atmosphere



RALEIGH AFTER DARK

 Dark spots are areas with
limited active uses

« “Dark blocks” interrupt
connections between
districts and attractions
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NEIGHBORHOODS
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MOVING
DRIVING & PARKING

 Need for a city garage in
Warehouse district

« Potential for greater
shared parking?
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MOVING
WALKING & BIKING & BUSES

e R line serves main
walkable zones
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MOVING
WALKING & BIKING & BUSES

« “Activity Gaps” are areas
where existing street level
activity is interrupted

Ground-level activity

R-line route and stops
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DOWNTOWN DISTRICTS
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Sustain & F—

Grow HISTORIC ;&?&2‘2’3;5?
PRESERVATION
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ENTREPRENEURIAL

DOWNTOWN DOWNTOWN
e = FOR ALL AGES ENERGY
TALENT RETENTION
FINE-GRAIN

HOUSING CHOICE IMPROVEMENTS

What assets need to be protected or enhanced to
keep downtown’s identity intact?
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EXPAND THE SKYLINE Create &
——— Develop
JOB SIGNATURE
CREATION PARKS

What elements need to be created anew to help
Raleigh thrive and compete?



Connect & Unify

IMPROVE TRANSITIONS

e e

MULTIMODAL CONNECTIVE STREETSCAPE
TRANSPORTATION STUDENTS & UNIVERSITIES
ACTIVE GROUND-LEVEL USES TO DOWNTOWN

What needs to be better connected?
How can we make that happen?



EXPAND THE SKYLINE

Raleigh Experience
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DOWNTOWN VISION
WHAT WE'VE HEARD




A VISION STATEMENT FOR DOWNTOWN

“DOWNTOWN IS THE HISTORIC, FUNCTIONAL, & SYMBOLIC HEART OF RALEIGH.”
2030 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

TOP VISION STATEMENTS FROM DOWNTOWN VISION MEETING
« Raleigh—layering experience, sustainability and accessibility for all

« To make Downtown Raleigh the #1 destination for the day and night, a weekend, or
the rest of your life

« Attractions for all ages - not just the younger generation

« The center of creativity, history, culture, that is evolving, family friendly,
collaborative, embracing and fascinating and growing into a big city

« Raleigh - a place for everyone to gather, grow up and connect
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Legend

Il Downtown Lanéimarks
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DISTRICT
CHARACTER



www.flickr.com/photos/skynoir/11452604123

beautifully restored historic
homes of Blount Street
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GLENWOOD SOUTH

DISTRICT
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City-owned Opportunity Sites

1§ . O acres Seaboard/Person

5-5 aclres

Moore Square

Glenwood
South

1-4 acClres

Warehouse

7.2

acres
Fayetteville

1.2 sares 4.1 acres

Capital Not in a district



SEABOARD/PERSON
STREET DISTRICT
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SEABOARD/PERSON

Characteristics

« Evolving as a retail/
restaurant district
(nationally recognized!)

 Lack of a connective
street grid

 Not pedestrian friendly

« Disconnected from rest
of Downtown

 William Peace
University is an
expanding institutional
anchor

Dining, retail, or entertainment
Museum or Civic

Hotel

Service Retail



== SEABOARD/PERSON

) Opportunities
« Diverse, urban uses on
underutilized sites
== o |mprove Peace Street

* Improve internal
connectivity and access
to green spaces
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HOW CAN DOWNTOWN
INSTITUTIONS AND CITIES
BE BETTER INTEGRATED?



STREET CONNECTIONS FOR
PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLERS
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1P ge=
CAMPUS CONNECTIONS TO
NEIGHBORHOODS AND
EACH OTHER
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BLURRING THE BOUNDARIES: CAMPUS,
CAPITAL, AND DOWNTOWN
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HOW CAN TRANSIT AND
MOBILITY BE IMPROVED?



EMPLOY PRINCIPLES OF
COMPLETE STREETS
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SEABOARD/
PERSON

District Goals

« What are your goals
for the district?

Key Questions

1. How can we
improve walkability
4 and connectivity?

2. How can downtown
institutions and

PERSON ST .
"l -, BUSINESS cities be better
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